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SUBJECT: BULGARIAN PRESS COVERAGE OF TRANSITION: A SLIGHT 
CHANGE OF TONE 

1 . SUMMARY: EMBASSY HAS NOTICED TWO CHARACTERISTICS 
IN BULGARIAN PRESS COVERAGE OF APPOINTMENTS AND 
POLICY STATEMENTS OF NEW ADMINISTRATION THAT 
DISTINGUISH IT IN SOME DEGREE FROM NORMAL BULGARIAN 
COVERAGE OF US AFFAIRS. FIRST IS THE AMOUNT OF 
COVERAGE, WHICH IS GREATER THAN USUAL. SECOND, WHILE 
RETAINING UNDERTONE OF CRITICISM, COVERAGE HAS BEEN 
BOTH MORE FACTUAL AND MORE RESTRAINED THAN USUAL. 

2. BULGARIAN PRESS HAS BEEN PRINTING WHAT FOR IT IS 

VERY LARGE AMOUNT OF MATERIAL ON THE APPOINTMENTS AND 
POLICY STATEMENTS OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. LONG 
ARTICLES BY ITS WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT, VLADIMIR 
LANKOV, HAVE APPEARED ALMOST DAILY IN BCP CENTRAL 
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COMMITTEE PAPER, RABOTNICHESKO DELO. SOME OF THE 
SLIGHTLY LESS OFFICIAL AND SOMETIMES MORE RABIDLY ANTI-US 
PAPERS, SUCH AS THE KOMSOMOL PAPER NARODNA MLADEZH AND 
THE LABOR PAPER TRUD, HAVE ALSO DEVOTED MUCH MORE 
ATTENTION TO US THAN HAS BEEN USUAL IN PAST. IN ADDITION, 

THIS INCREASED COVERAGE HAS BEEN BASICALLY FACTUAL, 

PROVIDING A LARGE AMOUNT OF STRAIGHT INFORMATION ON THE 
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NEW PEOPLE AND THEIR STATEMENTS OF POLICY. AND EVEN 
COMMENT ON THESE POLICY POSITIONS HAS BEEN NOTABLY LESS 
TENDENTIOUS THAN BEFORE. 

3. NOT THAT BULGARIAN CLAWS HAVE BEEN COMPLETELY SHEATHED, 
OF COURSE. COMMENT ON US ECONOMIC POLICIES STILL IMPUTES 
THAT THESE ARE PART OF THE DEATH THROES OF WESTERN 
CAPITALISM. AND US POLITICAL LEADERS ARE STILL ASSESSED 

IN TERMS OF THE DEGREE OF THEIR ADVOCACY OF PRESUMED 
"ANTI-SOVIET" POSITIONS. BUT EVEN HERE, MORE NUANCED 
VERSIONS HAVE REPLACED SOME OF THE FORMER BLACK/WHITE 
TREATMENT. 

4. READING THE BULGARIAN PRESS BESIDE MOSCOW'S PRESS 
SUMMARIES, IT IS OUR IMPRESSION THAT TONE OF BULGARIAN 
PRESS COMMENTARY MAY BE SLIGHTLY WARMER THOUGH STILL 
ROUGHLY PARALLEL TO SOVIET PRESS TREATMENT OF NEW 
ADMINISTRATION. THIS IN ITSELF REPRESENTS SOME CHANGE 
SINCE BULGARIAN PRESS IN THE PAST HAS SEEMED TO US 
GENERALLY MORE UNRELENTING IN ITS JOURNALISTIC ASSAULTS 
ON US, AS THOUGH TRYING TO PROVE ITSELF MORE PIOUS THAN 
THE POPE. 

5. WE CAN SEE SEVERAL POSSIBLE REASONS FOR THE CHANGE, 

WHICH MAY WELL PROVE TEMPORARY. BULGARIA WOULD LIKE 
TO GET OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOT WITH THE NEW ADMINISTRATION, 
BOTH IN THE GENERAL SENSE AND IN TERMS OF MORE PARTICULAR 
ASPIRATIONS TOWARD MFN, BROADENED TRADE, INCREASED 
ACCESS TO US TECHNOLOGY, ETC. SECONDLY, THERE HAVE 
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BEEN SOME INDICATIONS THAT, PREPARATORY TO BELGRADE '77, 

GOB IS CREATING A RECORD OF EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF US 
AFFAIRS TO CONTRAST WITH SKIMPY US COVERAGE OF MATTERS 
BULGARIAN, NOTWITHSTANDING THE OBVIOUS REBUTTAL OF 
NONCOMPARABILITY. 

6. WHATEVER THE MOTIVATION, IT IS ENCOURAGING TO 
PROSPECTS FOR MORE NORMAL US/BULGARIAN RELATIONS THAT 
BULGARIAN PUBLIC HAS BEEN FED A LESS PERNICIOUS DIET 

OF US NEWS SINCE ABOUT LATE NOVEMBER. IT WILL NOW BE 
INTERESTING TO SEE WHETHER SOME OF THIS SOMEWHAT MODIFIED 
TONE RUBS OFF ON PENDING ISSUES AFFECTING OUR RELATIONS 
SUCH AS FAMILY REUNIFICATION, ACCESS TO OFFICIALS, 
BONDHOLDERS' CLAIMS, ETC. FOR THE RECORD, WE HAVE 
NOTICED IN THE LAST SEVERAL WEEKS A GREATER WILLINGNESS 
OF BULGARIAN OFFICIALS TO ACCEPT SOCIAL INVITATIONS. 

HERZ 
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